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SNOOKI

Reality Star to Appear Amid Controversy
By JESSICA ALBERT
contributing writer

JMU has itself “a situation.”
“Jersey Shore” star Nicole “Snooki”
Polizzi will visit JMU on March  as the
first stop on her college tour, coordinated by the University Program Board.
Comedian Michael Dean Ester will
interview Polizzi at  p.m. in the Memorial Hall auditorium. After the interview,
Polizzi will participate in a Q&A with
the audience. UPB has planned a meetand-greet before the event as well.
Polizzi rose to fame as a cast member

of MTV’s reality show “Jersey Shore,”
which followed eight self-proclaimed
“guidos” and “guidettes” during a summer in Seaside Heights, N.J.
For programming, UPB receives
$, a year from SGA funds, according to junior Stephen Eure, UPB’s public
relations director. However, more than
half of UPB’s budget is from internally
generated revenue coming from ticket
sales from past events held by UPB.
Eure said Snooki’s appearance costs
less than  percent ($,) of the programming budget, and he expects the
, seats in Memorial Hall to sell out.

Tickets go on sale today in the Warren
Hall Box office at  a.m and cost $ in
advance with a JACard and $ at the
door.
Eure said releasing the exact cost of
the show is prohibited in the contract
with MTV.
“We expect that all of the performers’
costs will be covered through internally generated revenue,” Eure said. “Also,
the revenue generated through this
event will help us to bring more programs in the future.”
After UPB announced Snooki’s visit
and created a Facebook event page

Wednesday, some students were excited for her arrival, while others found it
detrimental to the campus’ image.
“What upsets me is that people pay
money to see this, but when people on
the Commons are asking for donations,
they just walk away and not really
acknowledge Habitat for Humanity or
Gus Bus,” sophomore Katie Sepanski
said.
Some students, including Sepanski, do not appreciate “Jersey Shore”
as much as their fellow classmates do,
see SNOOKI, page 4

CRIME UPDATES
Gary LaTray
was arrested
Wednesday in
West Virginia.
He has already
spent 18
years in jail
for robbing an
armored car.

SunTrust
Robbery
Suspect
Captured
LaTray Nabbed While
Napping, Police Say
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By ZACH CRIZER
special to The Breeze

RICHMOND — Leaders from the student
governments of Virginia’s universities flooded the offices of the state’s General Assembly
members Thursday, seeking to halt higher education budget cuts.
What the members of the House of Delegates
and Senate said stopped many of the student
body representatives in mid-sentence.
“I’m with you,” said one legislator after
another.
Thursday was Lobbying Day for members of
Virginia, a higher-education “action-tank”
based in Richmond. Student body presidents
and leaders from all public Virginia universities were invited to meet at the Virginia State
Capitol to be recognized in session, but more
notably, to meet with as many General Assembly members as possible.
Dan Smolkin, the student body vice president for administrative affairs, and SGA senator
Susan Ghanem represented James Madison
University in Richmond.
“By coming and lobbying, it’s saying to our
representatives, ‘We’re worried. We want you
to not forget about us. Don’t think that we’re
just going to go to school and complain about
the job you’re doing in Richmond,’ ” Ghanem
said. “So by coming here, it’s saying that we,
as a student body, care and are going to make
a joint effort to make sure you aren’t hurting
our funds.”
Nearly every public Virginia university sent
a representative. Christopher Newport University and Longwood University sent the largest
number of representatives.
Smolkin said he felt all students needed to
send a message that they were worried about
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budget cuts.
“Students are what the universities are
about,” Smolkin said. “If this is something
that truly is important to us, it’s something that
needs to come from the students, and not just
the political science majors or the ones that are
really studying legislation.”
More than  student leaders swarmed
through the halls of the General Assembly
building Thursday morning, looking to convince policy makers to stop certain cuts to
higher education.
Most said they were already sympathetic,
especially on the topic of an auxiliary student fee tax in former Gov. Kaine’s proposed
budget.
“I think that was probably a poison pill that
was put in the budget that was unacceptable
to the majority of people,” said Sen. Frank Ruff,
a Republican from the th District.
The tax, if written into the final budget,
would take  percent of student auxiliary fees
from each public university in the state and

return it to the general fund.
Auxiliary student fees include money paid to
the university for health centers, athletic facilities and libraries.
“In the name it shows that it’s not necessarily
part of the academic element of the university,
but it’s something that really makes the culture
of the school,” Smolkin said. “It’s really essential to its proper function.”
Steven Jones, executive director of Virginia, said the tax was a top priority for his
group, but he is confident it will not make it
to the final budget, which is scheduled to be
finished March .
“What students need to see, and what we
think the legislators have seen, is that it is
more of an issue of public trust,” Jones said.
“The school sends you a bill that says you are
paying a $ computer fee — that is what it
should actually go toward. It shouldn’t go to
paying down the state deficit.”
Ruff said the prospect of legal ramifications
could also cause the tax to be removed from
the budget.
“I think it puts us on very thin ice,” Ruff said.
“Those fees were paid with one purpose, and I
would not at all be surprised if the families or
students that paid those fees felt like they had
a case in court.”
Ghanem said students would likely be upset
by the tax if it began.
“I think they would be rather angry, the same
way the senators and delegates are angry,” she
said. “We are told we’re paying for this certain set of items, and if our money is going to
anything other than that, it’s practically false
advertising.”
Multiple legislators told Smolkin, Ghanem
see LOBBYING, page 6

EDUCATION

Cuts Would Likely Increase Tuition
Virginia’s Deficit to Hurt K-12 Public School System with $2.1 Billion Cut
By AMANDA CASKEY
The Breeze

Though Gov. Bob McDonnell’s
budget cuts did not touch higher
education, universities could still
feel the effects.
JMU political science professor
Bob Roberts said though McDonnell did not add to the deficit created
by former Gov. Tim Kaine’s cuts, his
recommended $. billion cut for
public schools and state workers
will have a far reach.
Before leaving office, former Gov.
Kaine proposed a two-year $.
billion spending plan in December.
McDonnell used that as a starting
point but modified it based on the
current economic state.
“There’s more likely going to be
higher tuition for college students,”
Roberts said. “For K- you’re going
to have much larger class sizes,
lower athletic budget, etc.”
Although K- education is taking a huge hit, during Wednesday’s
budget announcement in Richmond McDonnell was clear in his

avoidance to cut even more money
from higher education.
“Tough times call for setting priorities,” McDonnell said. “Public
safety and higher education have
been cut significantly in recent
years and cannot sustain further

reductions.”
“It doesn’t really change the situation for higher education that much,
because he isn’t going back on those
cuts to higher education,” Roberts
see CUTS, page 4
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Gov. McDonnell talks to fans during JMU’s women’s basketball game against
Delaware on Thursday evening. The day before, he made his budget announcement.

The man accused of robbing Harrisonburg’s SunTrust Bank in December
is now in jail.
Gary LaTray, , of Syracuse, N.Y.,
was captured in West Virginia on
Wednesday.
LaTray is wanted in Harrisonburg
for robbery, leaving a hoax bomb,
making a bomb threat and entering a
bank armed with the intent to commit larcerny.
On Dec. , LaTray allegedly demanded money from the SunTrust Bank
on South Main Street and deposited
a box he claimed had an explosive
device. Police determined there was
no explosive.
Since November, he has also allegedly robbed banks in Ohio, Maryland
and Pennsylvania.
After receiving an anonymous
phone call, West Virginia State Police
were led to a house where LaTray
was found sleeping. He is currently
being held in Tygart Valley Regional
Jail in Belington, W.Va. on a $ million bond.
If convicted, LaTray faces life in
prison for robbery.
Most recently he is the suspect in
a Dec.  heist at a Peoples Bank in
Belpre, Ohio.
LaTray spent  years in prison after
being convicted for stealing $ million
from an armored car company in New
York. After he was released in ,
he worked to help teens avoid a life
of crime.
— staff reports

Teen Gets
Life in Prison
Killed Student in Dec. ’08

The teenager convicted of killing
JMU student James “Jim” Smith and his
mother Jean Smith in December 
will spend life in prison.
Xavier Pinckney, , was sentenced
Friday to life without the possibility of
parole for the Dale City murders. He
was convicted in September of capital
murder but could not be sentenced to
death because he was  at the time of
the slayings.
Jim Smith, , a former member of
Exit , had returned home the night
before from a tour with the a cappella
group during winter break.
Pinckney had planned to steal valuables from the house when he climbed
through a window Dec. , , according to prosecutors. He did not think
anyone was home, but Jim Smith had
been asleep on the couch.
Pinckney stole heirlooms in the master
bedroom and two guns, one of which he
had loaded before seeing Jim Smith on
the couch and shooting him. When Jean
Smith, , arrived home that day, Pinckney had returned to retrieve a coat he had
left behind, he told police. As she tried to
call for help, Pinckney shot her out of fear
of being recognized.
The stolen items were worth less than
$,.
During the sentencing hearing in
Prince William County Circuit Court,
Pinckney read a rambling statement he
had prepared on a sheet of yellow legal
paper, according to The Washington
Post. He called the killings a “mishap”
and said the tragedy would make the
Smith family “stronger.”
“I don’t want them to forgive me, but
forgive the situation,” Pinckney said. He
later added, “This isn’t the truth. They
will find out the truth one day.”
Circuit Court Judge Mary Grace
O’Brien was not convinced.
“It’s not a mishap, Mr. Pinckney. It’s
murder,” she said, according to the Post.
“These were two extraordinary people
you killed.”
— staff reports
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Westport Village – Just steps from
Devon Lane, these 4 bedroom, 3 full
bathroom apartments boast 2 levels,
all appliances, 2 living rooms,
washer/dryer, and central Heat/AC.
Water included in rent! Only
$375/person! Available August 2010!

501 South High Street – Walk to
Memorial Hall! This 14 bedroom, 4
bathroom house can be rented as a
whole, or divided into three
completely separate apartments
with separate kitchens and
bathrooms! Large rooms, hardwood
floors, and Internet INCLUDED!
Across street from Greenberry’s!
MUST SEE!

Hillmont Apartments – 1 and 2 bedroom
apartments built within the last 2 years
that include all appliances, including
dishwasher, stove, fridge, microwave,
disposal and FULL SIZE washer/dryer in
EVERY UNIT! Lots of storage space, great
location near shopping and dining! 1
bedroom only $525/month and 2
bedrooms only $700/month! MUST SEE!

250 West Water Street – Located down the street from
Memorial Hall, this 5 bedroom, 2 bathroom house has 2
kitchens, large bedrooms, and a large backyard area.
Off-street parking is also available! Only $300/person!
Available July 5, 2010!

116 North High Street – Walk to
downtown! This 4 bedroom, 2
bathroom house has hardwood
floors throughout, large bedrooms,
extra living space, and storage
areas. Off-street parking behind
the house! Only $350/person!
Available August 5, 2010!

1554 Devon Lane (Foxhills) – LAST
ONE LEFT! 4 bedroom, 2 bathroom
townhouse located at the center of the
Foxhills community. Large open
kitchen, 2 living rooms, central
heat/AC, and washer/dryer. GREAT
VALUE at $375/person! Available
August 10, 2010!

$8.99

Hunters Ridge Townhouses
4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms
with central Heat/AC, all
appliances, and washer/dryer!
Furnished! Only $200/person!
Flexible Availability!

College Station – 4
bedroom, 2 bathroom
townhouses on three levels!
Central Heat/AC, all
appliances, washer/dryer.
Fully OR partially furnished!
Only $225/person!

Large One
Topping Pizza

Get 2 for just $16.99

tax & delivery charge extra
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in brief
City businesses

Best Buy To Open

Best Buy will move into the
former Circuit City location at the
Harrisonburg Crossing shopping
center. The electronics retailer is
scheduled to open May 21; there is not
an existing Best Buy in the city. Circuit
City closed in March, along with all
567 other locations in the nation.
tech newspaper

Group Wants to Continue
Talks on Comments
Virginia Tech’s Commission on
Student Affairs wants to pursue
mediation with the publisher of the
Collegiate Times regarding what
has become a national controversy
over the paper’s policy for online
comments. The group still wants the
newspaper to restrict anonymous
comments on its Web site. The paper
and its parent company, Educational
Media Company at Virginia Tech, are
unlikely to participate.
virginia senate

Gas Tax Could Rise

Virginia’s Senate passed a bill that
could increase the gas tax. The tax
would be adjusted annually based
on fuel efficiency standards. The 2011
standard requires 30.2 miles per gallon
for cars, but by 2016 this could increase
to 35.5 miles per gallon. If passed, the
increase would begin in April 2011.
Credit cards on campus

New Law Begins Today

The Credit CARD Act of 2009 takes
effect today and aims to provide new
protections to students. The law, which
President Obama signed into law in
May, also imposes requirements on
colleges and alumni groups that offer
credit cards. It also bans retroactive
rate increases and requires groups to
give cardholders more notice before
making increases.

Thursday

snow showers
31°/24°
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honors society

‘Green Space’ Vital to Economy Phi Beta

Kappa Sends
Invitations

By Josh Hahn
contributing writer

Harrisonburg wants to invigorate
its economy and businesses to ultimately become a place where more
JMU students would want to live after
graduation.
The next
This was one of
summit,
the goals city resi“Supporting
dents discussed
Youth &
during ThursFamilies in
day’s summit on
Crisis,” will be
the economy.
March 19.
Hosted by the
Fairfield Center and created by Mayor
Kai Degner, discussions focused on
the theme “Strengthening Local Business and Economy.” Topics included
credit, social media and management
strategies.
The summit brought together Harrisonburg residents with vested interest
in the city’s economy. Residents were
also encouraged to attend to learn more
about local business and their city’s
future progress.
During the day’s final session, Bibb
Frazier, talk convener and vice president of Frazier Quarry, Inc., described
Harrisonburg’s future as encouraging
and that there was “hope on the horizon” despite the current economic
recession.
The summit revolved heavily around
public and private cooperation and its
role in fixing the current lack of local
“green space” — parks and other
vegetative scenery in the downtown
Harrisonburg area.
The problem is not just a lack of foliage, because there are several parks but
they are on Harrisonburg’s outskirts.
“We have a huge acre-per-population ratio,” Frazier said. “However, the
problem is you have to get in a car and
drive to it.”

By Kaleigh Somers
contributing writer

seth binsted / the breeze

Black’s Run in downtown Harrisonburg is one of the green spaces that the city
has been working on cleaning up. The 13th annual cleanup day will be April 10.
For more information on how to participate, visit www.harrisonburgva.gov.

Some of the discussion points
addressed a lack of public interest,
JMU’s expansion with new real estate,
and whether green space should be a
part of public or private domain.
Matt Robertson, president of The
Stratford Companies, Inc., believes the
rooftop garden industry is a great way
to create green space on private property. Rooftop-membrane companies
are up-and-coming and could also be
used on public buildings like the hospital, he said.
Most of the 22 participants agreed on
the need for alternative green spaces in
addition to these gardens. Harrisonburg
Downtown Renaissance promotions
manager Alexis Morehouse said true
green space needs to be accessible to
the public and easy to utilize.
The vagueness of the term “green
space” meant that discussion flowed
back and forth through ideas other

than just parks and recreation. Talk of
water as an aesthetically pleasing scene
was brought up, as well as man-made
cement décor like plazas.
Talk also centered around improving Blacks Run, the only natural water
feature in Harrisonburg. Improvements
included talk of a “visionary” Blacks
Run Greenway.
The city hopes to take down any
superfluous bridges crossing Blacks
Run and place signs with historic information along the creek.
Students and city residents were
encouraged to participate in the 13th
Annual Blacks Run/Downtown CleanUp Day on April 10. Last year, more than
375 volunteers picked up more than 3
tons of garbage.
“If Harrisonburg wants to improve
itself, it’s there,” Frazier said. “I think it’s
really important that businesses meet
and developers engage.”

Select seniors have been invited to
Phi Beta Kappa, JMU’s newly granted
honor society. The chosen students
already received e-mail notifications of
their impending letters.
After being rejected for membership
in the late 1980s, the university received
a grant in early October to start its own
chapter of the honor society, open only
to liberal arts and science majors. JMU’s
academic standards are now strong
enough to place the university among
this group. Membership could help
boost students’ resumes.
Invitations are being sent to about
150 to 175 students who meet a strict
list of criteria: 90 credit hours accrued,
75 percent of courses taken must be liberal arts and sciences, foreign language
completion through the intermediate
level, college-level math completion,
and strong academic records in those
courses.
Linda Halpern, secretary-treasurer
of the Shenandoah Valley Association
of Phi Beta Kappa and dean of university studies at JMU, expects 120 to 150
students to accept the invitation. These
students will be formally inducted
March 17.
Halpern strongly encourages invitees
to accept the honor, as she firmly believes
in the well-known honor society.
“The society provides opportunities
for its members to connect with each
other and to continue a life informed
see society, page 4

george washington univ.

Students Accepted, Then
Immediately Rejected

About 200 applicants who had wanted
to be students at George Washington
University received e-mails saying
that they had been accepted into the
Class of 2014. Later that day, officials
sent a follow-up e-mail notifying the
early-decision applicants that there
had been a technical glitch and they
actually were not accepted.
University of texas

Possible Change to
Undergrad Requirements

University of Texas at Austin is
considering a requirement to make
undergraduates finish their degrees
in 10 semesters. The average length
of completion is 8.5 semesters. The
reasoning for the proposal is that
students who take too long to graduate
use up space and resources at the
university.
national parks

Loaded Guns
Allowed on Premises

Under a new law taking effect today,
loaded guns will be allowed in
Yellowstone, the Grand Canyon and
other national parks. Licensed gun
owners are permitted to bring firearms
into national parks and wildlife
refuges as long as they are allowed by
state law. However, guns will not be
permitted in the rangers’ offices or
visitor centers, because firearms are
banned in federal buildings.

david casterline / the breeze

Getting a “Taste of Africa”

Examples of African culture filled the Festival Ballroom on Friday evening during the African Student Organization’s annual culture show. Members of Alpha Phi
Alpha’s step team perform a stomp-step dance to represent the dances originating from African miners. Since miners were not allowed to talk while working, they
were forced to stomp on the ground in order to communicate.

teach for america

Threatened Funding Could Hurt Program’s Reach
By Courtney Rutledge
contributing writer

JMU senior Brant Underwood looks
forward to teaching in Las Vegas after
graduating in May. Through Teach for
America, the political science major
wants to be one of 24,000 young adults
helping public education.
“I never had any intention of defining success by money, but rather by
education,” Underwood said.
But Teach for America, a program
that hires recent college graduates
to be teachers in struggling school
districts, faces federal government
funding issues.
A new legislative proposal from
the Obama administration threatens
to remove Teach for America from the
noncompetitive grant it has received
in the past. The administration has
proposed a competitive grant system
that would allocate different funds to
different educational organizations

each fiscal year.
Teach for America received $20
million from the Department of Education for fiscal year 2009 and $25
million for 2010. The organization also
receives funding from private donors
and corporate sponsors including
AmeriCorps, FedEx and State Farm
Insurance.
“A competitive structure makes
it difficult to plan ahead and allocate teachers and resources for the
future,” said Kaitlin Gastrock, a Teach
for America spokeswoman.
Teach for America would be
unaware how much funding the
organization would receive each
year, therefore limiting the possibility of expansion into other needy
regions. This would hardly alleviate
the already staggering education
gap in the United States, according
to Gastrock.
Underwood, the campaign coordinator for Teach for America at JMU,

said it was the discontinuity of the
education system that caught his
eye.
Underwood is displeased to hear
about the impending competitive
grant system, as it may affect how
far Teach for America can extend its
philanthropy.

“A competitive structure
makes it difficult to
plan ahead and allocate
teachers and resources
for the future.”
Kaitlin Gastrock

Teach for America spokeswoman

However, Underwood said Teach
for America has expanded this year

with two campus coordinators. Brandon Brown, a senior communications
major, works with Underwood to promote Teach for America at JMU. The
job of Campus Campaign Coordinator is salaried, and not every Virginia
school has a representative. Underwood has only communicated with
coordinators from the University of
Virginia and the College of William
& Mary.
This addition tells Underwood that
even though Teach for America may
face budget setbacks, the organization
recognizes JMU’s wealth of talent.
Teach for America hopes Congress
will continue to include its program
in the budget allocations. Gastrock
noted that it hopes to double in size,
and with already 7,300 corps members across 35 regions, this is no small
task.
The application process ensures
that only the most dedicated teachers become part of the program,

according to Jennifer West, recruitment associate for Virginia schools.
Last year, Teach for America
received 35,000 applications and had
only a 15 percent acceptance rate.
More than 50 JMU graduates are
Teach for America corps members
and alumni.
West taught high school math in the
Chicago area for three years and said
she loved every minute of it. She said
she never wanted to become a teacher
and hated math while in high school,
but the program changed her outlook
on everything.
“There is a benefit to our education system and kids from low income
communities deserve an education,”
West said. Now as a recruiter, she
shares her experience with those looking to make a difference as well.
According to Gastrock, if Teach for
America lost its noncompetitive grant,
the organization could not accept as
many applicants as it does now.
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SOCIETY | Next Year,

Juniors to be Invited
from page 3

by the ideals of liberal arts education — freedom of inquiry and
expression and commitment to
the liberal arts and sciences,”
Halpern said.
The benefits of this new chapter are innumerable, not only for
students inducted next month,
but also for the university, said
Doug Brown, provost of the university and senior vice president
for academic affairs.
“The award of a PBK chapter
places the University in an elite
group of institutions with excellent academic programs,” Brown
said. “As such, JMU has reached
a new level of prominence.”
After induction, the organization does not require
community service or other
activities. The group does do
a handful of activites such as
presenting awards or sponsoring speakers.
As secretary-treasurer Halpern keeps the honor society
visible on campus, communicating with the national office and
other Phi Beta Kappa members
on campus. One of the requirements for new chapter grants is
that at least  percent of faculty
and staff already be members of
Phi Beta Kappa. JMU has more
than  members on its faculty
and staff.
“One might say that a JMU
diploma has increased in value
as a result of PBK,” Brown said.
“And I might say that the JMU
diploma was very valuable
before PBK.”
In years past, faculty and staff
have offered awards to students
for best honors thesis in conjunction with Phi Kappa Phi,

Interested in Writing for the News Section?
Come to our writer’s meetings | Monday 5 p.m. Anthony-Seeger Hall Basement

JMU’s honor society open to all
majors.
Charles Blake, president
of the Xi Chapter of Virginia,
former president of the Shenandoah Valley Association, says
the new chapter will also bring
speakers to JMU.
One goal for the chapter is “to
articulate the various ways that
work in the humanities, natural sciences and social sciences
benefits our students, our community and the United States
more generally,” Blake said.
The honor society will continue to be invitation-only in the
future. Next spring, an additional group will be invited,
this time including some juniors
with extremely strong academic
records, according to Halpern.
Blake explained that once
accepted, students will become
part of a larger network of 
membership associations located throughout the nation.
About  percent of the
nation’s universities have a Phi
Beta Kappa chapter, and within
those  schools, less than 
percent of the liberal arts and
science students are invited to
accept membership.
Along with JMU, three other
colleges received grants for a
new chapter in October — Elon
University, Butler University and
the College of Saint Benedict
and Saint John’s University. The
four schools were voted on during the annual triennial council.
Members from each association
and chapter in the nation are
involved with the decision. The
University of Virginia and Mary
Baldwin College already have
established chapters.

SEE BREAKING
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CUTS | Gov. Proposes $ Million Reduction
from front

said. “K- will be devastated.”
Higher tuition costs can put a
strain on students funding college
on their own.
“I think the rise in tuition
is awful, because it’s already
hard enough paying out of state
tuition,” said sophomore Leanna Dean, a Maryland native. “I
think it will lower attendance ultimately, because people won’t be
able to afford to go to a four-year

university.”
Dean will transfer to a college
in her home state next year.
During his announcement,
McDonnell called his proposal
“the most difficult decision I’ve
had to make in public life.”
While the proposal also calls for
a nearly $ million reduction
for state employees, McDonnell is
suggesting a $ million reduction for K- public education, a
freeze on enrollment in health
insurance programs for lower

income children and pregnant
women, and a requirement for
state workers to take as many as
 unpaid furlough days off and
contribute to their own pension.
Additional cuts to education
include $ million from removing state salary supplements for
sports coaches and department
chairs, and $ million from
extending the work lives of school
buses.
Members of the General
Assembly are divided in their

support for this new proposal.
House Majority Leader Morgan Griffith, R-Salem, welcomed
McDonnell’s recommendations.
“We are all going to have a lot
of tough decisions,” Griffith told
the Roanoke Times.
Others like Sen. Janet Howell,
D-Fairfax County, and Sen. John
Edwards, D-Roanoke, disagree
that such measures need taking. They call the proposal to cut
funding in public schools “tragic”
and “unnecessary.”

SNOOKI | Students Question UPB’s Choice
from front

instead finding the show and its
cast inappropriate.
“I think what the university
chooses to endorse really says
a lot about the kind of institution that it is,” Kelaher said.
“Snooki, representing what she
represents, is not something
that JMU should perpetuate. I
just don’t understand why people think this should be a good
idea, like we’re supporting this
mentality.”
“Jersey Shore” has garnered
criticism due to the stereotypes
it perpetuates and the behaviors
the cast demonstrates.
Some students believed
the show was misleading and
that it depicted that all people
from New York and New Jersey
were “guidos” that were vulgar
and lacked redeeming human
qualities.
“I think considering that our
school already has a huge party
reputation and the fact that
this is a popular entertainment
program just furthers our bad
reputation,” Sepanski said.
On the show, Polizzi is not
portrayed as the brightest of the
housemates.
“I think she is kind of stupid,
but I just thought the whole

Boneless
Wings
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show was ridiculous in general,”
sophomore Emily Funk said.
“Snooki” is primarily known
on the show for her dim-witted comments and “party girl”
ways.
Freshman Andrew Farkosh
said he will attend the event
because he thinks that Polizzi’s
comments will be entertaining.
Unlike some students, he is not
as concerned about what reputation the event will bring to the
campus.
“The first things I thought were
like ‘Is she going out to parties?
Is she going to be here through
the weekend?’ ” Farkosh said.
Originally, the Facebook event
created by UPB allowed guests to
post their comments. However,
because the conversation on the
Facebook wall “went from beneficial to inappropriate,” UPB
disabled the wall and posted a
note justifying its reasoning.
“There were comments not
only harassing people that were
either supporting or not supporting the event, but there
were also comments about
people saying that they wanted
to either throw things at or hit
Snooki,” Eure said.
Eure said that people also
posted racist comments. “It was
frequent enough that instead of

$6.99
$3.99

constantly monitoring the event

“The first things
I thought were
like ‘Is she going
out to parties?
Is she going to
be here through
the weekend?’”
Andrew Farkosh
freshman

to make sure that people were
not being personally attacked
or offended, we decided we
would take down the Facebook
wall but open up transparency,”
Eure said.
Eure said UPB still welcomes
students’ opinions.
“Anyone is definitely free to
e-mail us. They can write on our
fan page; they can also comment
on the blog, which a lot of people
have chosen to do,” Eure said.
The reactions and comments
over Facebook even caught the
eye of celebrity gossip, Perez Hilton. In his post “Sad! Virginia

Doesn’t Want Snooki!”, Perez
commended UPB’s decision
to close the discussion on the
wall.
Although some students have
chosen to file their complaints
directly to UPB, Kehaler has
called formed a Facebook group
opposing Polizzi’s visit:called
“Stay off my campus, Snooki!”
“I responded really passionately to this and had a
really strong inclination that
this should not happen,” Kehaler
said. “I wanted to kind of gauge
and see where people stood on
that.”
Although Kelaher was disappointed about the program,
he said he did not want to personally attack anyone to get his
point across.
“My reasons for thinking this
is not a good idea are not personal. I have nothing against
UPB,” Kelaher said. “I’m not
attacking UPB like a lot of other
people are doing. I don’t blame
them. I have nothing against
people who watch ‘Jersey Shore’
and nothing against the existence of Snooki. It is just the
connection between the James
Madison University and Snooki
seems inappropriate.”
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STEVEN KNOTT | simply knott satisfied

A Worthwhile Welcome

University Must Implement
Effective Alternatives

Welcome Nicole Polizzi,
We hope your visit is worth your fee — we appreciate the  percent discount off what you normally charge. We are not sure how
much implicit endorsement of your public persona will affect JMU’s
image as a party school, but we must admit that a large number of
JMU students not only engage in such a lifestyle on the weekends,
but would also be entertained by your visit to our campus.
Based on the comments posted on Facebook and press-releases,
it appears the student body is split on whether your visit will do more
harm than good, despite how you may entertain us. We ask, though,
that all of your fans treat this as an opportunity to better themselves,
and not simply enjoy laughs that they’ll forget in the morning.
During your visit, you’ll be given the opportunity to answer questions from our student body.
Here are some we would like answered:


How much of the show is a real example of who you are?



What’s beyond the caricature you’re portrayed as?



On the show, you’ve said your mother is your best friend,
what impact, if any, has your televised behavior had
on your relationships with your family and friends?



After you were hit in the face, why didn’t you press charges?



Are you concerned about violence against women,
particularly when brought on by alcohol use?



Early on in the show you got drunk, had a falling out
with your roommates and threatened to leave the show.
In hindsight, what would you have done differently to
handle the conflict with your roommates better?



Where do you see yourself in 15 years?



What are your thoughts on higher education?



If you were watching Jersey Shore with a hypothetical 12year-old daughter, what would you say to her about your
behavior? Would you encourage her to emulate you?



Do you have any regrets about opening up
your life to this level of scrutiny?

Nicole, we genuinely hope the questions you’re asked are of a
similar nature.

Medical Amnesty Program Offers Responsible Approach for Students
JMU does not want its students to
drink. I know this. Every student knows
this. I would be worried if the university
honestly did not care if its students were
drinking haphazardly.
The fact is, while we are in college,
our teachers and school administrators are the closest things we have to
guardians, and
students should
realize that we
must rely on
these people to
help us become
the people we
want to be.
No, I’m not
bothered that
JMU spends
millions of dollars every year trying to discourage
students from drinking. However, I am
bothered by the lack of clarity in regards
to the ways in which the school wants to
discourage us from drinking. SafeRides
is a volunteer program acknowledged
by the school whose mission statement
is to “Provide a safe, reliable service
within the Harrisonburg community
by providing free rides to intoxicated
students and/or students who are rendered incapable of transportation due
to other circumstances,” but they cut
bus hours, when buses are supposed
to do the exact same thing?
JMU clearly has mixed feelings
about how they want to handle student

drinking. These mixed feelings are
being made visible once again as they
consider the implementation of a new
policy.
For nearly a year now, the administration has considered some kind of
“Good Samaritan” policy which would
provide students amnesty to call on the
school for help if they feel a friend has
been drinking too much. Other universities, such as Cornell, University of
Texas and William & Mary, have enacted the programs.

It is incredibly important
that we learn to be
responsible adults
— responsibility is
not a trait that will
come easily to all.
All of these schools cite the program’s
usefulness in encouraging students to
act responsibly, increasing the number
of reported alcohol overconsumption to
medical and university staff by up to 
percent, according to a study at Cornell.
But after examination by our Office of
Judicial Affairs, Substance Abuse Coordinator, vice president in charge of
Student Affairs and University Planning,

and even the Board of Visitors, our university is still mulling it over.
The question these groups all seem to
face is whether they want their students
to be taught responsibility the “easy”
way or the “hard” way; whether to allow
students to get away with making mistakes or ensure that repercussions are
so deterrent that those mistakes never
happen.
If this school truly sees itself as an
educational institution in not just an
academic sense, but in a life sense, it
must take on the role of the former.
Machiavelli said, “it is better to be
feared than loved,” but my experience
with JMU has taught me that ity does
not share the same philosophy.
I call on the people who run our community to practice more of what they
teach: empathy. Empathize with your
students. Empathize with their parents.
Empathize with our community. It is
incredibly important that we learn to be
responsible adults — responsibility is
not a trait that will come easily to all.
Utilize this medical amnesty program
to show your students that while you
want them to be the best they can be,
you will keep them safe while they find
the path there. If you truly want JMU’s
culture to move in a more responsible
direction, perhaps you are the ones who
will need to take the first step.
Steven Knott is a junior finance and
economics major.

DAN SMOLKIN | contributing writer

Higher Education Should Be
A Statewide Priority
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An “anything-but-perfect” dart
to Hellhole for defining perfected
college living as a location in the
boondocks and permanently icy,
snow-covered sidewalks.
From a North  resident who
was fooled by your false promises
and free cookies.
A “riff-raff-street-rat” pat to
my boyfriend for being my own
personal Aladdin.
From your blonde-haired, greeneyed Jasmine.
A “stop-leaving-me-passiveaggressive-notes” dart to my

roommates, in response to their “I
love yous” and “thanks for helping
me with this or that” notes on the
white board.
From your roommate, who just
wants to take the chance to say curl
up and die.

A “we-think-you-are-talented”
pat to the guitar/washboard duo
for your unconventional approach
to open-mic night.
From two girls who would enjoy
being spooned by you at any time.
An “I-forgot-how-to-be-astudent” dart to the past two
weeks.
From a junior who had more
classes cancelled than not.
An “if-you-only-knew” pat to
the generous guy who paid for my
Chicken Selects at McDonald’s for
no reason.
From a girl who was having
a rough day that you completely
turned around.
A “do-you-kiss-me-with-thatmouth?” dart to the guys who sit
behind me in history.
From yo momma.
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A “damn-you’s-a-sexy-cripple”
pat to a boy with a broken ankle on
the paratransit bus.
From a girl who has been healed
by your good looks.
A “glad-to-know-you-supportfreedom-of-speech” dart to

University Program Board for
shutting down the comments
section of the Facebook event page
for Snooki.
From a disappointed senior who
believed that you cared what the
students thought.

An “Indiana-Jones-wants-hiswhip-back” dart to my roommate’s
girlfriend who has him on a twofoot leash.
From your roommates who think
your boyfriend should grow a set.

A “seriously,-be-quiet” dart to
the girls in the second floor Carrier
study room, who like to yell and
scream their complaints about how
much work they have.
From someone who feels
your pain, but doesn’t need it
broadcasted across the room.
A “who-raised-you?” dart to the
person who hit my car in the ISAT
parking lot and failed to leave a
note. I hope you had a miserable
weekend.
From an angry New Yorker.
An “all-the-single-ladies” pat
to the independent women on
campus.
From an admirer who
appreciates you staying positive and
fighting off desperation.
A “listen-to-me” dart to cashiers
on campus when I say “double
punch,” not “punch and dining.”
From my waning dining dollars.

Over the past year we have been
reminded, constantly, that budget
cuts are happening across the board.
We have been warned that these cuts
would not be easy and that education
would face the most onerous cuts. For
every dollar spent on higher education,
there is a projected return of $. in
economic activity — a remarkable statistic that needs to be a clarion call to
the state legislature.
Chronic underfunding has continuously threatened our system of
public education on all levels. In ,
 percent of the general fund went
toward higher education, yet for the
 to  year that appropriation
had dropped to  percent. Somehow,
Virginia’s universities are supposed to
make due with less money. From the
 to  school year to  to
, the general fund appropriation
per student dropped from $, to
$, — a staggering  percent cut.
As an institution, we are expected to
attract quality students and outstanding faculty; create dynamic academic
programming; and cultivate an exciting
university experience, all while trying
to keep the cost of an education affordable to as many as possible.
At JMU, the impact on students has
been largely minimized in comparison to other institutions on the same
level. Our faculty was willing to forego salary increases and cut the travel
budget in half by $ million to mitigate
the budget-cut impact. We are thankful
and indebted to our faculty and staff
for doing this to keep higher education

Letters and guest columns should be submitted in print or via e-mail
and must include name, phone number, major/year if author is a current
student (or year of graduation), professional title (if applicable) and place
of residence if author is not a JMU student.

Our faculty was willing to
forego salary increases
and cut the travel
budget in half by $1
million to mitigate the
budget-cut impact.
The legislative solution to fixing budget problems is to take money out of
the base budget of higher education,
the effective contribution of the Commonwealth, and to pass that back to
the students and their families. This
cost is then levied on the student in
the form of higher tuition. Your tuition
goes up not necessarily because of
added services at the university or

a bloated administration — it goes
up because the general fund coming
from Richmond is not keeping pace
with education as a whole. The cost
of an education may slip further and
further out of reach at a time when Virginia needs to remain one of the best
states for business.
From our day of lobbying in Richmond, we feel safe to say that our
auxiliary funds will remain intact. Not
a single representative we met agreed
with the concept of taking away from
our privately raised student fees. It is
a nonsensical and desperate concept
to take privately raised funds from
our auxiliary accounts and put them
back into the general fund, especially when there is no guarantee that
the funds taken will go back to higher
education.
Last week, along with students from
universities across the state, we converged on Richmond with Virginia
to let our senators and delegates know
that higher education needs to be a priority. We met with Sen. Creigh Deeds,
Sen. Mark Obenshain and Del. Matt
Lohr who represent Harrisonburg, and
we were repeatedly told that these deep
cuts were not beneficial to the university, city or state. Let’s make sure the
entire legislature knows what’s at stake.
Friday we will again go to Richmond —
join us to lobby the legislature and let
your voice be heard.
Dan Smolkin is a junior public policy
major and SGA vice president of
administrative affairs.

Snookin’ for more
about the Jersey Shore’s favorite guidette?
Look for Web exclusive student reactions to Snooki’s JMU visit.
Check out the Opinion section at breezejmu.org.

The Breeze welcomes and encourages readers to voice their opinions
through letters and guest columns. Letters must be no longer than 250
words. Guest columns must be no more than 650 words.
The Breeze reserves the right to edit submissions for length, grammar and
if material is libelous, factually inaccurate or unclear. The Breeze assumes
the rights to any published work. Opinions expressed in this page, with the
exception of editorials, are not necessarily those of The Breeze or its staff.

affordable.
We realize cuts need to take place
and that public education must bear
a share of that burden. But the current
governmental system balances the
state’s budget on the back of higher
education — if the budget isn’t balanced, higher education gets cut – and
these cuts are simply a short-term solution that fail to fix the systemic issues.
Your student government, along with
schools from across the Commonwealth, has continued to bring this
message to our Richmond legislators,
and we realize the student voice needs
to be abundantly clear.
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lobbying | Policy Makers May Not Want Tax, But Have to Fill Budget Hole
from front

and other student representatives they hoped the tax was
removed.
Sen. Mark Obenshain, a Republican from the 26th district, said
he would be “shocked” if the committees working on each house’s
respective budget proposals left
the tax in the plan.
Sen. Creigh Deeds and Del.
Robert Orrock said it was unlikely

the measure would remain in the
final budget.
Orrock, a high school teacher
by trade, said he took action when
he feared a similar tax could be
imposed in his school district.
As the sponsor of his school’s
Future Farmers of America chapter, Orrock had put significant
surplus funds into a rainy day
fund. As the economy worsened,
he decided to buy the group a
tractor with the money instead of

holding it, fearing the local school
district may pull from rainy day
funds built by club fundraising.
The efforts of Virginia21 and the
student leaders found no opposition in the General Assembly.
“It was interesting; a lot of
them were saying, ‘You’re kind
of talking to an ally here,’ or they
definitely agreed with me,” said
Virginia Tech SGA President
Brandon Carroll.
Smolkin said it is a matter of

how motivated the legislators are
to act on their convictions.
“Of course, in going into the
meetings, your expectation is that
no senator or delegate is going to
tell you they are opposed to funding,” Smolkin said.
Gov. Bob McDonnell released
his proposed budget Wednesday.
It suggested many cuts to K-12
education but did not include
new cuts to higher education.
A House of Delegates budget
proposal was expected Sunday.
Smolkin said more cuts are to be
expected, but he hopes many will
be avoided.
“I can tell you it’s very easy to
fund education, but it’s also very
easy to take money away from
education. It truthfully is one of
the largest parts of the budget,
but it’s one of the most essential
as well,” Smolkin said.
Todd Bolick, president of the
Virginia21 program at CNU, said
all policy makers are scrambling

to balance the state’s budget.
“They really don’t want to have
that 5 percent tax, but they’re also
all really worried about how else
they could fill in that hole in the
budget,” Bolick said.
Ruff said every part of the budget is experiencing cuts.
“The reality is this is an extremely bad year,” Ruff said. “This is the
worst economy in our generation
and your generation. The world is
not going to fall apart.”
He emphasized the importance
of new ideas that must come from
tense budget negotiations.
“Too frequently we just say
‘OK, we did it last year and the
year before, so we’re going to
do it this year and add a little bit
to it.’ Maybe that’s not the game
plan we’ll be going with the next
decade,” Ruff said.
Virginia21 also asked student
leaders to lobby against further
cuts to universities’ base-adequacy funding, or the amount

each university needs to operate
as determined by legislators.
The General Assembly attempts
to pay at least two-thirds of the
base-adequacy level in each budget for each university.
In a meeting with a leader
from each represented school,
Del. Robert Tata said that while
funding for higher education may
be cut this year, he expects it to
rebound next year.
Tata, who serves as the chairman of the House of Delegates Arts
and Higher Education subcommittee, also said that proposed
bills requiring Virginia universities to admit a certain proportion
of their students from inside the
state were unrealistic. Out-ofstate students, who pay a higher
tuition, make up a large funding
base for state universities.
Zach Crizer is the news editor
at Virginia Tech’s Collegiate
Times.

YOU’RE INVITED TO A FREE PERFORMANCE FROM

exit 245
now�
d
e
l
u
d
e
h
resc

MARCH 2

7PM TO 9PM

FESTIVAL DRUM AREA
FREE ADMISSION
PRIZES & GIVEAWAYS
SPECIAL GUESTS
SAFERIDES & JMU HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
PRESENTED

BY

JMSTUDENTHOUSING.COM • SOUTHVIEWJM.COM

Potato Wedges
Oven baked seasoned potato wedges!
Perfect side for SUBS & Wings!

$1.79 Regular Order
$2.79 Large Order
tax & delivery charge extra

Life

Benjy Davis Project CD Review

Editors Rachel Dozier & Drew Beggs E-mail breezearts@gmail.com

Monday, February 22, 2010  

‘Billeffingposey’
MRD Assistant Director SPARKS THE QUESTION:
By ADAM DOVE
contributing writer
Bill Posey stands calm and still, his arms
folded, leaning against the railing on the balcony above the baseline of the basketball
court.
Behind him, the pep band he directs is
more animated. They tilt their instruments
up and down and twist from left to right in
unison with their brass music. They heckle the
opposing team and cheer for the Dukes with
voices louder than the rest of the students in
the Convocation Center combined.
Bill Posey is soft-spoken. But when he
speaks, the band listens.
Posey, the assistant director of the Marching
Royal Dukes, has been with JMU’s marching
band for almost all of its 37 years, earning him
respect from colleagues and pupils alike.
“In his calm demeanor, it somewhat
demands respect,” said Chris Campen, a
sophomore trumpeter for the MRDs. “People
just listen to him and whatever few words he
has to say, they hang onto every single one,
because they know it’s important.”
Posey, an Alexandria native, was a trumpeter and student drill assistant when he
attended Madison in the 1970s. In 1981, two
years after graduating with a music degree,
Posey was hired as the band’s interim
director.
“By the end of that year, I had too many
keys, and they couldn’t fire me,” Posey said
with a laugh.
Among the changes Posey has seen, most
notable is how much the band has grown in
size and scope. Membership has increased
from 100 to more than 400, and the marching band that once played mainly at home
football games now travels to events such as
the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade.
Posey is an encyclopedia of band history.
The band played in Monaco for the 700th
anniversary of the ruling Grimaldi family,
marched in the inaugural parades for Presidents Bill Clinton and George W. Bush and
won the “Heisman Trophy of college marching bands,” the Sudler Award, in 1994.
Posey’s knowledge and history with the
band garner so much admiration that the
trumpet section dubbed him BFP—for “Bill
Effing Posey.”
Campen first learned of the moniker as a
freshman at band camp.

Fraternity
and Sorority
Life 2010
Excellence
Awards
Monday, Feb. 15, was a
special night for students
involved in Greek Life.
Fraternity and sorority
members were recognized
for the impact made not
only within their own organization, but within the
Greek community.

“He got up and started speaking, and everyone started chanting ‘BFP!’” he said.
Band members even created purple and
gold wristbands displaying the letters “WWBFPD,” for “What Would Bill Effing Posey Do?”
Nearly all of the trumpet players wear one, and

“We always tell people that
we don’t have any kids
of our own, but he says,
‘I have over 400 kids.’ ”
Sharon Posey
Wife

even BFP himself wears one occasionally.
“I’m honored,” Posey says of the
nickname.
Along with nicknames, Posey also describes
himself as a jokester. “I imagine it’s very difficult to be in the band and keep a straight
face sometimes at some of the things he says,”
said Jeffrey Showell, director of the School of
Music.
Posey’s wit can be found in a number of
photos and illustrations, many involving
music, on his office door. Their puns and dry
humor have “Bill written all over them,” Showell says.
In the 1990s, Posey and a colleague created
a fictitious festival called Gavorkna Week after
a misunderstanding with a band secretary. Its
quirky traditions, such as the international
sign of the pineapple, were practiced for years
in the band office, but the festival has since
fizzled out. Posey blames the economy.
Scott Rikkers, director of the MRDs, says he
and Posey form a “good cop, bad cop” duo,
with Posey being the good cop. But Posey can
be stern when he needs to be. He calls that
being the “Attila the Hun guy” and says he
only does it when it is fully justified.
Rikkers recalls Posey disciplining a mischievous MRD during a football game. “I
have never been more scared in my life,” Rikkers said. “His face was so red. You could tell
his blood pressure was skyrocketing, and he
was just so passionate about getting through
to this kid.”
Posey hasn’t resorted to being “Attila the
Hun” in a long time, which he says is a testament to the good behavior of the students
. He says the enthusiasm of the band members and the dedication of his colleagues are
what make his position as assistant director
the “perfect job.”
“To him, it’s not like work, because he
enjoys it so much,” said his wife, Sharon, a
band director at nearby Thomas Harrison
Middle School.
Rikkers even describes Posey as a “father
figure” to the MRDs.
Sharon Posey said, “We always tell people
that we don’t have any kids of our own, but
he says, ‘I have over 400 kids.’ ”
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theatre commentary

Rachel Dozier

| The Breeze

What Should Be Left Behind the Screen?

I would consider myself a seasoned
theatre viewer and an amateur
performer. However, my experience
in Theatre II on Friday night was
unlike anything I’d ever seen. The
sign outside the door for “Red Light
Winter” read “For Mature Audiences.”
Now I consider myself a mature
audience member. Violence, heavy
language and even sexual occurrences
rarely phase me. I’ve seen “Spring
Awakening,” a musical that closely
examines sexual curiosities, while
sitting next to my mother.
That being said, I was completely
unprepared for what I experienced

in the setting that has often been
described as “close and intimate.”
In the show’s first 20 minutes, the
lead female, Christina (played by
senior Kaitlyn Benetz) takes off her
shirt to change, exposing her bare
breasts. Now, I can understand that
action because her character is a
prostitute, exposing your breasts in
the red light district of Amsterdam
is not by any stretch an uncommon
action. Moving on from that point,
I became immersed in the plot. The
acting was exceptional, especially
from Benetz as she transformed from
a French prostitute to a singer to

on page 8

an American girl. The storyline was
engaging and the characters were
emotionally well-defined.
But then, toward the end of the
first act, the lights dim (the characters
are still visible) and Christina
undresses once more. This time
she only is wearing underwear.
She then proceeds to undress Matt
(freshman George Dippold) down
to his underwear. The two sit on the
bed as Matt takes off his underwear
and he and Christina slide under the
sheets. They simulate sex (moans,
humping motions and all) for a few
seconds until the “big finish.” I sat in

shock. Not only had I forgotten about
what was going on, but I became very
focused on the uncomfortable silence
all around the theatre. Couldn’t there
have been a black out before the act?
How much did the actual act of sex
add to the message? While I definitely
understand taking artistic license and
having realistic depictions, this was
over the top.
Thinking the worst was over, I
anxiously returned for the second act.
It started off relatively tame (sex-wise)
with strong acting and a
see SEX, page 8
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michael larrick

mike check

Turn Off
That
Racket!
Being the responsible consumer
that I am, I’m a strong believer that
a product should be surrounded
by a strong and clever advertising
campaign that has nothing to do with
the product itself. It’s none of my
concern if the product is practical or
even functional.
I just require
that the
commercial
entertains
me, and I’ll
purchase
whatever it is
you’re trying
to sell me,
especially if it’s that Big Top Cupcake
contraption that makes cupcakes 25
times bigger than your average one,
putting your child on the fast track
to their first gastric bypass surgery
before they hit puberty.
Unfortunately, the majority of
commercials that keep popping up
on our televisions are made by people
who are completely out of touch with
society. Here are some that make me
cringe the most.

AT&T

You Verizon subscribers think
you’re so much better than everyone
else. You always have that smug look
on your face, constantly “receiving”
your calls and getting text messages
within the week they were originally
sent. As one of the five people that
still has AT&T, I can only experience
joy from watching Verizon users drop
their cell phones, which is a lot like
watching someone drop their baby,
except you don’t have to keep your
laughter on the inside.
Not only that, but now I have
Owen Wilson’s fat-faced brother on
television every 10 seconds trying
to tell me my cell-phone provider
doesn’t suck. It definitely does, Luke,
and it looks like someone needs to do
some facial crunches.

Charmin Toilet Paper

I don’t understand how these
commercials are even allowed to be
on television. I don’t find anything
charming about having to watch a
bear take a dump in the woods and
then be forced to watch them use this
product in graphic detail. I think we
all have a pretty strong grasp on what
toilet paper is used for, so I think we
should be spared from seeing that
creepy smile across the bear’s face.
One of the latest installments is a
disturbing account of two bears using
a telescope to discover that their bear
friend has an embarrassing problem
with leftover toilet paper bits. The fact
that it’s animated doesn’t knock it
down any notches on the disturbing
scale, and I’d appreciate not having
to witness any more bear bowel
movements.

Broadview Security

I know when I’m looking for
a product that will protect my
home and family, I would like
to see it utilized in a completely
unrealistic scenario, like a man
in an unseasonably heavy jacket
attempting to break into someone’s
house at 1 in the afternoon. If a man
has the courage to start breaking and
entering before lunch is even served,
I doubt the sound of the security
system is going to throw him off. They
rarely have men as victims in the
commercials and do an excellent job
of letting women know that terrible
things will happen to them on a fairly
regular basis and that they will most
likely die if they don’t have one of
these. The best one is “the house
party,” where a woman has a party
and meets a strange man named AJ,
who she seems to be pretty interested
in. After the party wraps up, AJ comes
back and kicks her door in, when I’m
pretty sure she would have just let
him in if he asked. Way to blow it AJ.
Looks like someone’s friend request is
getting rejected in the morning.

Taco Bell

I love Taco Bell as much as the next
guy, but the joy that occurs while
eating there is generally followed by
great shame and body image issues,
but that’s all part of the experience.
Their recent endeavor into the weight
loss game is a slap in the face to
all their loyal customers. No one is
driving up to Taco Bell at 3 a.m. in an
attempt to prepare for bathing suit
weather. They also have the tendency
see Larrick, page 8

8Monday, February 22, 2010

breezejmu.org life

Larrick | Big

Album Review

‘Lost Souls’ Filled with Familiar Sounds
By Rachel Dozier
The Breeze

With their fourth studio album, “Lost
Souls Like Us,” set to release March 2, the
question remains, who is the Benjy Davis
Project?
After listening to the album, their
sound imitates the likes of John Mayer,
Ben Folds, Jason Mraz, Dave Matthews
and The Eagles.
According to the band’s Web site, for
this album, “The songs are meant to be
enjoyed in and of themselves, and will
stand the test of the popular ‘shuffle’
listening habits.”
In a way, that’s true. Scanning through
the tracks is like listening to an iTunes
playlist of similar artists that each have

their own sound.
That being said, lead vocalist Benjy
Davis’ smooth and effortless voice
glides beautifully from note to note. The
band combines an impressive range
of instruments from the electric and
acoustic guitar to the mandolin and
organ.
The album’s first song “Mississippi” is
slow, catchy and feels like a John Mayer
ballad with hints of Southern twang
sprinkled for extra seasoning.
In the song Davis jokes, “I’m an
insinuating, instigating son of a b----,
there’s no denying I’m my father’s son.
You might find me lying there someday
face down in a ditch, but I ain’t never
gonna bite my tongue.”
Though the group definitely imitated

a variety of artists, the only tune that felt
out of place was “Iron Chair.” It opens
with a heavy drumbeat and a wailing
electric guitar as Davis screams “Woo
Hoo!” The song continues uncomfortably
as this laid-back singer, better suited for
acoustic guitars and flip-flops, dons a
leather jacket and skinny jeans.
The Louisiana-based band carefully
offers only a small drawl in their sound,
and it’s clear this isn’t country. Their
roots are more evident from the lyrics
and instrumental accompaniment than
any kind of accent.
The Benjy Davis Project definitely has
the potential to rise to the top; however,
they first need to find their own sound so
they doesn’t just become “another band
that sounds like John Mayer.”

Advertisers Fall Hard

from page 7

to cast attractive people
as employees in their
commercials. When was the
last time you walked into
a Taco Bell and were even
remotely attracted to the
person taking your order?
Additionally, you’re not
fooling anyone by trying
to say the Cheesy Gordita
Crunch is no longer available.
I know you have soft tacos,
I know you have crunchy
tacos, and I know you have

cheese, so stop bs-ing and
make it happen.
All of these commercials
deeply trouble me and I
believe we should all come
together to call for change,
but I don’t think that’s going
to happen anytime soon.
Advertisers of America: If
you’re not going to do it for
us, do it for Billy Mays.
Michael Larrick is a senior
media arts & design major
and a humor columnist at The
Breeze.

Sex | Nudity Hurts Production
from page 7

constantly twisting plot but all
of this came to a screeching
halt when Davis (played by
senior Jonathan Hudson)
grabbed Christina, threw her
across a table and forced her
to have anal sex. He dropped
his pants and used her dress
to cover the act, but there it
was. Thankfully, that was the
conclusion of the “in your
face” nudity and sexual acts,
but I was left in amazement.
I didn’t leave the theatre
thinking about the show’s
message or the intriguing
plot. I left mortified that all of
that “action” had taken place
within feet of my seat.
This begs the question,
when do the realistic aspects
of art become a distraction?
Being a theatre lover, I think
the decisions made in this
production took away from its
value. While some may argue

MONDAY

MADNESS!

$6.99

Delivered!! All day.

that this play is equivalent
to a R-rated movie, there
should be a definite difference
between theatre and film.
And if you disagree, this
production should definitely
have provided more of a
warning than “For Mature
Audiences.”
My friend who
accompanied me had never
seen a JMU production
before, and this show was
her rude awakening. Despite
the unusual events, director
Connor Davis thinks the show
is something open to all.
“These are definitely
characters that college
students can relate to,
especially the interactions
between Davis and Matt...
The text of ‘Red Light Winter’
calls for these graphic scenes
in the play. As a director, I
was completely open to it;
however, my No. 1 concern for
it was to make sure the actors
were safe and comfortable.”

Davis does assert there was
a reason for showing the sex.
“It definitely is intended
to jolt the audience a bit,”
Davis said. “There were a
few people throughout the
run who walked out during
intermission. Theatre does
offend at times, and I’d be
interested in talking with
those people.”
He also admits that there
should have been more of a
warning.
“Looking back, I probably
would have put more up
about it,” Davis said. “I could
understand how that could be
misleading.”
One thing’s for sure, the
next time I see a Theatre II
show, I’ll walk in prepared,
because after what I’ve seen,
anything could happen.
Rachel Dozier is a sophomore
media arts & design major and
theatre minor and the Life
Editor at The Breeze.

Large One
Topping Pizza

ALL DAY LONG!
tax & delivery charge extra

Sports
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Basketball Star Dawn Evans
Battles Kidney Disorder

Editors Emmie Cleveland & Colleen Hayes E-mail breezesports@gmail.com
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games
this week
men’s basketball

n Longwood @ JMU

Monday, 7 p.m.

The Dukes are out for revenge as they
lost to the Lancers 79-76 last season.
women’s lacrosse

n Virginia Tech @ JMU

Wednesday, 3 p.m.

JMU will face the Hokies
at its home opener.
Women’s basketball

n VCU @ JMU

Thursday, 7 p.m.

JMU previously beat VCU
71-56 on Feb. 4.

Weekend action
Men’s Tennis

n Friday, vs. Duquesne (4-3 win)
n Friday, vs. Robert Morris (7-0 win)

Men’s Basketball

n Saturday, vs. Canisius (70-66 loss)

Softball (College of
Charleston Cougar Classic)
n
n
n
n
n

Friday, vs. Akron (4-3 loss)
Friday, vs. Wagner (3-0 win)
Saturday, vs. Akron (3-1 win)
Saturday, vs. Charleston (7-1 loss)
Sunday, vs. Wagner (8-6 win)

Women’s Basketball

n Sunday, vs. Old Dominion (65-59 win)

Track & Field

n Friday-Saturday, Va. Tech Challenge

(individual results can be
found at jmusports.com)

Not Your Typical
Recruit
Above Justin Brown high-fives associate head coach
Jay Sullenger as he arrives to his letter-of-intent ceremony
on Saturday. Justin was adopted as an official member of the
JMU baseball team through the Friends of Jaclyn Foundation,
an organization that strives to improve the quality of life of
children suffering from brain tumors. On Feb. 18, 2005, Justin
was diagnosed with a craniopharyngioma brain tumor at the
age of two. The 7-year-old has underwent treatments for
years, including a removal of the growth, which left him legally
blind in his right eye. RIGHT Justin holds up his own JMU
jersey, given to him along with a nameplate-adorned locker.
April 11 has been designated Justin Brown Day at the baseball
stadium. Children will be allowed free admission, along with an
opportunity to run the bases after the game. Continue reading
The Breeze throughout the season for more on Justin.
Photos by Holly Fournier / the breeze

Football

Race for Running Back
How Will the Dukes Compensate for the Untimely Loss of Corwin Acker?

JMU football coach Mickey Matthews had high hopes for his 2008
running back recruit Corwin Acker.
“He’s the most highly recruited running back we’ve ever signed here,” he
said on his Web site once Acker had
committed. “It remains to be seen how
he develops, but we just really have
high hopes for him in the future.”
But Matthews’ hopes fell drastically short as he dismissed his back up
running back from the team last week
due to a violation of team rules after
Acker was charged with possession of
marijuana.
Matthews took a chance on the
Landover, Md., native, offering him a
spot on the team after his initial scholarship to Temple was revoked after
Acker pled guilty to a misdemeanor
assault charge his senior year of high
school.
Last season, Acker was charged
with possession of alcohol and was
suspended from the team from late
August to early November. During his
suspension, he was again charged with
possession of alcohol.
This fall, the Dukes will look to others
to fill the hole left by Acker’s premature
departure. According to Matthews, who
will play remains “totally undecided.”

Tim Chapman | yeah. . . I said it

Admiral’s Record Sunk in
Amazing Women’s Game

More Needs to be Done for the Progress of Women’s
Basketball; UConn is Hurting More Than Helping

Photos by Robert Boag / File Photos

Junior Jamal Sullivan (left), sophomore Scott Noble (center) and junior Griff Yancey (right) are three returning running backs
and the most likely candidates to fill the void left by sophomore Corwin Acker’s dismissal from the team last week.
By Emmie Cleveland
The Breeze

(commentary)

Acker “had a limited role this year,
and I think we have some young guys
that will step in,” JMU running backs
coach Ulrick Edmonds said. “Also,
the older guys that we have that have
played are all working hard now, and
they’re gonna help us do some promising things this upcoming year.”
Jamal Sullivan, who got the most
playing time last season, will return as
a senior. Sullivan averaged 3.6 yardsper-carry compared to Acker’s 8.1. But
Sullivan’s average was on 127 carries,
while Acker had just 38.
Acker was arguably the team’s best
screen-pass receiver, an important role
in the spread offense. Last season, he
made 14 catches for 122 yards.
Griff Yancey, returning as a senior,
is an option as a pass-catching back
because of his extensive experience.
Yancey, who split time as a running
back and receiver his first three years
at JMU, was moved to free safety last
season.
However, he continued playing
offensively on and off, with 149 rushing yards and three receptions.
“I’m definitely gonna help the team
with catching the ball in the backfield,”
Yancey said. “… But hopefully I can contribute more in a leadership role this
year and pick the team up from the loss
that we had.”
Scott Noble, returning as a junior,

also got significant playing time last
season, especially toward the end.
He totaled 282 yards rushing off 66
attempts and had 16 receptions for 235
yards. Sullivan totaled two receptions
for 10 yards.
“Just being around, having playing
time, they’ll be older, they’ll be strong,
and they’ll be faster,” Edmonds said.
In fall, in the game against VMI,
JMU’s first drive highlighted Sullivan.
The Ruther Glen native had 18 yards on
three carries before a 1-yard rush into
the endzone.
After playing exclusively free safety
for the beginning of the season, Griff’s
first time seeing minutes at running
back last season was in JMU’s Family
Weekend game against Richmond. The
Glen Allen native totaled 74 yards on
16 carries.
Noble’s most impressive game was
against Towson. The Baltimore native
had 23 carries and was responsible for
106 of JMU’s 471 total offensive yards.
A fresh face with solid potential
is freshman Jordan Anderson, who
was medically redshirted for the fall
season.
According to Matthews, Anderson was competing for playing
time in August, but he injured his
shoulder before the season began.
see FOOTBALL, page 10

If only all the windows would
align.
If only the television windows that
sparingly show Colonial Athletic
Association women’s basketball
games had cracked for a Thursday
night game that 2,550 people will
never forget.
If only
a wider
viewership
witnessed
what I will
remember
as “Dawn vs.
Delle Donne”
then the
country, or at
least the midAtlantic, would have gained a greater
appreciation for the women’s game.
Thanks to two of the most exciting
college basketball players — men or
women — and their fiery and gutsy
supporting casts, women’s basketball
deserves a closer look — not that it
didn’t before.
Delaware freshman Elena Delle
Donne and JMU junior Dawn Evans
and their teams are what women’s
basketball is all about. Unfortunately
for the mid-major programs and the
women’s game in general, the only
thing being showcased nationally
might be the same thing ruining the
game’s progress.
The University of Connecticut’s
66-game win streak is impressive
and eye-popping, but it’s less than
exciting to watch and doesn’t make

for good television. This season they
are beating opponents by an average
of 37 points. Thirty-seven points!
But ESPN and the media at-large
find streaks and numbers far sexier
than hard-fought, closely contested
games.
People are missing games like
Thursday’s 88-83 overtime win for
the Dukes. Evans led the Dukes with
a career-record tying 38 points.
Delle Donne, who chose her
hometown school over the UConn
powerhouse, scored an astonishing
Convocation Center record 54
points, including a 3-pointer at the
regulation buzzer to force the extra
session.
The fans got everything they could
ask for: a close game with an exciting
finish, high-scoring stars and
passionate student-athletes dripping
with emotion.
The Associated Press even
reported earlier last week that Evans
may require a kidney transplant
this summer because of a condition
she’s been playing with. It all makes
for great television. But thanks to
the beast, the Bowl Championship
Series, you’re not going to see
exciting women’s basketball on TV.
As Ron Bertovich, the CAA deputy
commissioner for basketball,
puts it, the BCS is “driving the
bus.” Bertovich explained that TV
contracts start with football and the
six major
see CHAPMAN, page 10

seth binsted / the breeze

JMU freshman forward Nikki Newman (right) shared the daunting task of guarding
the former High School Player of the Year, Delaware freshman Elena Delle Donne.
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chapman | Blowout Games Lack Excitement
from page 9

conferences. The relationships
these big money conferences
build with the major networks
dictate who gets prime TV time.
Luckily for the CAA and
other small conferences,
Comcast Sports’ regional
stations provide an outlet,
albeit a far more limited one.
But these stations also cover
almost every NBA and NHL
team, in their respective
markets, so CAA sports aren’t a
top priority.
The CAA then has to please
all of the conference members
by guaranteeing at least one
TV game to each of the teams.
After that, the league wants to
make sure any game shown
can be seen in both teams’
markets. Because the league
isn’t the network’s top priority,
the schedule is set in October,
which means the league tries
to base its TV games on what
looks best on paper.

“There’s no wild cards or
anything like that,” Bertovich
said. “The schedule is
established before the season
even starts, and in a lot of cases
you hope you guess right.”
It’s an imperfect system and
there’s really only so much
the league can do. But just
because a team has a Dawn
Evans or an Elena Delle Donne,
it doesn’t mean Bertovich is
going to allow other teams to
lose their mandatory one game.
He explained that if the local
markets request more air for
the teams, the league tries its
best to accommodate them.
The NCAA needs to do more
to help women’s basketball
gain the recognition its studentathletes merit. It’s a shame
the BCS has become such
a monster and money has
infiltrated a once pure level of
sports.
The NCAA should do all that
it can to boost the image of
successes like Evans and Delle

Donne. If more top players saw
this, they might think more
about pulling a Delle Donne
and going to a local school
or a program on the rise. The
disparity between UConn and
the rest needs to close.
“Connecticut deserves all the
credit in the world,” Bertovich
said. “They built a program
that is second to none, but
when you go to the NCAA
tournament at the end of the
year, and it’s the same eight, 10,
12 teams in the regionals every
year, I don’t think that’s good
for the sport, and I don’t have
a way to fix it right now. I wish
there was more parody in the
sport.
“There’s a lot of good
programs, and there’s one great
program, and that one great
program is beating the very
good programs by an average of
20 or 30 points.”
Blowouts are boring. I
will likely never remember
a UConn game during their

tyrannical run. But I will never
forget sitting in the dingy
old Convocation Center and
watching the heart and the
passion of Thursday’s game.
I will never forget seeing an
exceptional young woman
sink David “The Admiral”
Robinson’s Convo record of
45 points. I will never lose the
greater appreciation for female
athletics that I gained.
It’s a problem with no easy
solution, but if the NCAA
wants a fix, it should pay more
attention to teams not named
UConn. Here’s to admiring
sport and the athletes that
make it special, not the giants
who make it dull.
“No one wants to see games
with a 30-point margin,”
Bertovich said. “It’s not good
television, I don’t think, and
what you do is you sit there,
and you admire one team,
but if there’s only one team
to admire, you tend to lose
interest in other teams.”

Women’s Basketball

Evans Stays Positive,
Fights Kidney Disorder
In December, JMU’s junior
point guard Dawn Evans was
diagnosed with focal segmental
glomerular sclerosis. The disease
disrupts the filtering system in her
kidneys, causing high blood pressure and low energy levels.
Not one to be slowed down,
Evans continues to help lead her
team, including last Thursday’s
88-83 victory over Delaware,
where she tied her own career
record with 38 points.
Currently Evans is hoping to
treat the ailment with medical
and homeopathic treatments, but
a transplant might be needed as

Veterans Pick Up Slack

“You never can tell with young
guys,” Edmonds said. “But Jordan, just like another guy, Lee
Reynolds — they have a lot of
potential.”
Edmonds said Anderson was
recruited mostly because of his
physical presence. Reynolds,
who is smaller, is notably fast.
Acker’s most impressive performance during his career at
JMU was in the game against
Liberty in September. With the
game tied 10-10 at the start of
the fourth quarter, Sullivan left
the game with an injured knee.
The first time the Dukes
touched the ball that quarter,
they put it in Acker’s hands, who
rushed 65 yards up the left sideline for a touchdown. Then with
less than two minutes remaining,
Acker rushed 13 yards for another touchdown.
But Matthews remains confident that the loss of Acker
will not overshadow the team’s
potential.
“We have a lot of offensive
speed returning,” he said. “We
have two freshmen receivers —
Renard Robinson and Dae’Quan
Scott — that are homerun
threats. So we’ll have as much
speed offensively as we’ve ever
had at JMU.”
Also competing for the position is freshman Daniel Allen and
sophomore Markus Hunter.
For any running back to see
considerable time, they will have
to protect the ball — something
Yancey and Sullivan learned the
hard way early in their careers.

$5.95
each

— staff reports

Football
from page 9
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early as this summer. When Evans
was diagnosed, her kidneys were
functioning at about 20 percent
efficiency and a transplant is recommended at 15 percent.
For now, Evans’ focus remains
staying healthy. She frequently
checks her blood pressure, takes
medication and stays hydrated to
preserve energy.
Evans, the fifth-leading scorer
in the nation, is looking to give
Virginia Commonwealth University a scare this Thursday at
home.

“We could’ve used
[Acker]. . . But all
we can really do is
prepare the team
that we have and
keep it rollin’, keep
working hard.”
Griff Yancey

JMU running back

In the 2007 season, JMU was
down 37-34 against Delaware
with less than three minutes
remaining. In the Dukes’ attempt
to come back, Yancey fumbled,
and Delaware recovered the ball,
giving up the team’s last serious
look to score.
In a similar situation, JMU was
down 28-27 against Appalachian
State in the 2007 first-round playoff game. With less than a minute
remaining and JMU in possession
on Appalachian State’s 9-yard
line, Sullivan fumbled. Appalachian State recovered and let
the clock run out to end JMU’s
season.
Acker’s absence might change
the team’s performance and lineup next season, but the team
must move on.
Acker “was a tremendous
athlete. We could’ve used him,
especially on offense and special teams. So in those areas, it’s
gonna really hurt the team for
next year,” Yancey said. “But all
we can really do is prepare the
team that we have and keep it
rollin’, keep working hard.”

choose from:

Ham & Cheese
Turkey & Cheese
Club
Cheesey Meatball
Italian
Veggie

tax & delivery charge extra

Classifieds
survey takers needed
Make
$5-$25
per
survey.
GetPaidToThink.com.

Townhouse-H’burg
for Sale 3 bedrooms, 1 1/2
bath. New carpet & paint. All
appliances included. Must see.
540-271-0348
New Pillow Top Mattress
sets ANY SIZE Twin. Full.
Queen. King $99.00 each piece..
sold in sets AT Mattress Land 50
S. Carlton Street Harrisonburg
(540) 434-2112 (540) 434-2112

SUMMER JOB Live and work
on the Outer Banks (Nags Head
area) or Virginia Beach. Now
hiring drivers and office workers.
Visit www.mworth.com for more
information
BARTENDING
$300/
POTENTIAL NO EXPERIENCE
NECESSARY.
TRAINING
AVAILABLE
1-800-965-6520
EXT212

BARTENDING
CLASSES
jiggersbartendingschool.com,
flexible schedules & payment plans
(540) 560-7971

Nags Head 4-Month Student
Summer
Rentals,
May-Aug,
seabreezerealty.com (252) 2556328
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8 bedroom house 336 Old
South High. Very nice house. 2
kitchens 3 baths. Pets. Basement.
Off street parking. $295/ room
(540) 810-3632 pics:photobucket/
home/hamiltaj
6 bedroom house 393Elizabeth
Street. Much nicer than most. 2
kitchens. 2 baths. Pets. $320 (540)
810-3632
pictures:photobucket/
home/hamiltaj
Large
1
bedroom
apartments, Great location, W/D,
DW, AC, no pets. Openings May thru
August, $565 www.dogwoodcommons.
com (540) 433-1569

2 Roomates Needed Privatelyowned Hunters Ridge condo, 4bed/2bath,
fully furnished, new dishwasher and
fridge, all utilities included $325/mo
jonesmr@jmu.edu (757) 353-1743
rent apt/condo 2-3 bedroom
condo 2 bath washer dryer in unit
fireplace Avail. Aug 2010 $675 for
entire unit gpfaff1@comcast.net (540)
289-7085
Lease Available for 20102011 in Sun Chase. $475/ month.
Fully furnished, third floor apartment.
bedroom has its’ own bathroom inside.
Please contact Rebecca at (908) 5811705 for more information.

PREGNANT ? Thinking
about
adoption
as
an
option? I am looking to
adopt. I am a nurse living
in Northern Virginia for the
last 23 years. Please take a
moment to visit my website
at www.babyloveva.com to
learn more. Please contact
me at 1-571-882-3533 or
e-mail at babyloveva1@
yahoo.com
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polls close Thursday!
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Copper Beech Townhomes
410 Copper Beech Circle, Harrisonburg, VA 22801
Phone: 540.438.0401 Email: harrisonburg@cbeech.com
Fresh Made Cookies
Perfect ending to a perfect meal!
Chocolate Chip, Sugar
or Peanut Butter

3 for

11

$1.99

mix & match OK!

tax & delivery charge extra

Monday, February 22, 2010

breezejmu.org
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We also have
burgers and
baby back
ribs!

K

STUDENT LIVING

We got jumbo
wings, tenders,
and more!
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WE DELIVER THE CHIKS
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540.432.0600 | 1070 LOIS LN | TEXT SOUTHVIEW TO 47464

southviewjm.com
standard text rates apply

Regular Hours
Mon thru Sat: 11am - 9pm
Sun: 11am - 8pm
Thurs, Fri, Sat: Late Delivery till 3am

Every Wednesday is
BIG CHIK WEDNESDAY
6pm to 8:30pm (in house)
All you can eat Broasted Chick!
$7.99 + tax, $5.00 for Chiks

See our full menu on GoLookOn.com!

120 University Ave., Harrisonburg, VA

540.564.2245

